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hen taking part in

Bomber Command

‘operations one’s destiny
could be determined by sheer luck
—or a lack of it. On the night of
November 21/22 1944, Sgt Richard
Hales, Flight Engineer on Handley
Page Halifax [II MZ8006, and the
remainder of his crew sadly found
the latter to be the case. The end
result saw two survive as prisoners
of war, four killed in action and two
murdered.

Sgt Hales was posted to 41 Base
at Marston Moor, Yorkshire, home
of the Halifax Heavy Conversion
Units. Marston Moor hosted 1652
HCU with two satellite airfields
at Rufforth and Riccall housing
1663 and 1658 HCUs respectively.
(See the panel on page 27 for
Richard's path to becoming a Flight
Engineer.)

To which HCU Richard was
assigned is not known, but it
was here that he crewed up. The
remainder - all NCOs - had come
together at an operational training
unit prior to joining the HCU.
Upon completion of final training
they were posted to 192 (Bomber

Support) Squadron at Foulsham,
Norfolk, on October 23, 1944, This
unit was equipped with a variety

of types. As well as the Halifax,
there were Vickers Wellingtons and
de Havilland Mosquitos as well as

a detachment of Lockheed P-38
Lightnings from the USAAE As part
of 100 Group, 192’s duties included
listening out for new frequencies

in use by the Germans or using
counter-measures and assisting in
spoof raids.

The Halifax was much better
suited to this role than its
counterpart the Avro Lancaster,
as it had a much roomier fuselage
that could accommodate the extra
equipment and the specialist to
monitor it. The extra man was not a
formal member of any crew and was
tasked separately for each operation.

Upon reaching 192 Squadron,
W/O Harrison and the crew
(with the exception of the nav,

Sgt Wharton, and Sgt Hales) were
detached to 1692 (BS) Training
Flight at Great Massingham,
Norfolk, to undertake a Night
Vision Training Coutse returning to
Foulsham on November 10, 1944,

SPOOFING
AND PROBING

The next evening they were
scheduled for their first operation,
flying MZ564 ‘DT-W’ to drop
‘window’ in the area between
Koblenz and Mainz, one of
two aircraft that 192 Squadron
despatched on this spoof raid.
(‘Window was the codename for
bundles of foil strips that confused
radar operators.) For this, there was
an additional gunner on board,
Sgt W C Powell, no doubt to assist
in the dropping of the ‘window.’
Take-off was at 16:47 hours and the
trip was uneventful, W-for- William
returning to Foulsham at 21:05.
They were rostered for another
sortie the following day and while
bad weather hampered most
‘ops’, 192 managed to put up a
Wellington and a Halifax during the
day to patrol off the Dutch coast.
W/O Harrison and crew were joined
by specialist F/Sgt D W Rendall
and they flew MZ795 ‘DT-V’. The
Wellington had departed eatlier
and returned at 14:30, while the
Halifax was airborne at 12:54 so
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At this time it was thought -
wrongly as it turned out - that the
German V-2 rockets were being
controlled by radar or wireless
and much effort was expended on
searching for possible frequencies
being used to direct them. Following
a fruitless search, V-for-Vicror landed
back at Foulsham at 18:30.

‘Op’ No.3 was scheduled for
November 15; another ‘window’ trip
in the area of Aachen and Gladbach.
For this trip, in MZ706 ‘DT-P
Sgt McGill took the position of
mid-upper gunner while additional
gunner, F/Sgt R Porteous, who had
\m], ioined 192 three dz ys earlier,
manned the rear guns. ,\.uml}'
after take-off the airspeed indicator
became unserviceable forcing an

abort, the crew putting down at
\\“nﬂ(“\rmﬂc. Suftolk, at 00:43

LONE HALIFAX

Fate decreed that the next trip,
on Tuesday November 21, would
be their last. The task was to
investigate transmissions from

rotating Freya radar installations,
for which purpose they were joined
l?\' \'DL‘L’i.‘lll\' W/O John R Sutton.
T hu were to accompany the main
bomber stream in an attack on the
marshalling yards at Aschaffenburg,
near Frankfurt.

Main ‘ops’ that night were divided

between the oil refineries at Castrop
Rauxel to the north of Germany

b_\.' 6 (}mup Halifaxes with Path
Finder Force (PFF) support from 1
and 8 Group and the marshalling
yards at Aschaffenburg to the south
by 1 Group Lancasters. Both raids
were timed to be over the targets
between 19:00 and 19:15. Other
attacks were planned for ]urr in the
evening along w 1th various spoofrs.
Total Bomber Command effort that
night was 1,345 sorties, of which 14

aircraft were missing in action, a loss
rate of 1.04-percent.

For the artack on Aschaf ffenburg,
1 Group despatched 238 Lancasters,
accompanied by 36 Lancasters and
8 Mosquitos from 8 Group PFE
W/O Harrison was piloting MZ806
DT-R’ - it was the only example of
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its type on the raid. This was R-for-
Roger’s 18th operation, having
entered service with the 192 on
September 8.

The station commander bade
them a personal farewell and
MZ806 took off at 15:58 to join up
with the main stream. The course
took the formation south to exit
the English coast at Beachy Head,
entering France to the south of
Abbeville then taking an easterly
heading. As they entered enemy-
controlled territory a couple of dog
legs were carried out on the final
approaches to the target.

Weather en route was good at
first but cloud built up over France
and gradually increased all the way
to the target, which was mostly
obscured with the tops at 8,000 to
9,000ft (2,438 to 2,743m). Because
of the cloud cover, the Master
Bomber ordered release using
navigational aids as the target could
not be marked properly.

For Aschaffenburg, this was the
worst raid endured during the
war, with 268 Lancasters and 3
Mosquitos releasing over the target.
About 50 bombs landed on the
marshalling yards, but most fell in
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the centre and north of the town,
killing 344 people, destroying
some 500 homes and damaging
1,500 others. Of the main force,
two Lancasters, both from 460
Squadron RAAF failed to return,
both falling to enemy aircraft on
the home run.

CORKSCREW
STARBOARD

Until arriving at the target the crew
of MZ806 had quite an uneventful
trip. Small amounts of flak had
been encountered on the way and
at the target, but no damage had
been sustained. Sgt Stan Wharton,
the navigator, later reported: “As

-we did not carry bombs we were

ordered at briefing to skirt the
target. I instructed the pilot to
turn to port, did a 180-degree turn
south east of the target and came
on to my return to base course.
On both sides of the track were
German air flares lighting up the
return course like a main road.

I instructed the pilot to increase

to maximum speed nose down
and after a few minutes in this
attitude I heard the rear gunner
shout ‘Fighter attacking, corkscrew

starboard skipper’. Tracer bullets
passed between my feet and the
starboard engines were on fire.

“As there was no response from
the pilot I gave the order to bale
out, jettisoning the escape hatch
in the forward part of the aircraft.
I pressed the destroy buttons for
the secret equipment and went
through the hatch. In my haste
I had forgotten to unfasten my
oxygen supply and found myself
dangling under the crashing
aircraft. I felt a boot on top of my
head, which I think belonged to
Sgt Bloomfield, which snapped
the oxygen connection and I lost
consciousness.

“The next thing I knew I was
tumbling through space, I first saw
stars and then fires from the target.
1 pulled the ripcord and after what

seemed to be about five seconds, I hit

the ground.”

PARACHUTE IN HAND

Also desperately trying to escape

the doomed Halifax was F/Sgt Jack

Smith, the wireless operator who
remembered: “We were over the
target at about 19:15 hours and
I was sitting next to the pilot
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Some of the hangars still
stand at the former RAF
Foulsham. AUTHOR
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Sgt Richard Hales, known
as Ben to his family, the
Flight Engineer on Halifax
MZB06. VIA DAVID HALES
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Personnel of 192
Squadron pose with the
unit's mascot. JOHN REES
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Richard Hales, top left,
probably taken during
his basic training. ViA
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Halifax MZ795 DIV’
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Harrison and crew flew
MZ795 on November 12,
1944. JOHN REES
















